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The number of cases of scarlet fever has remained largely stationary from last month and is again considerably less than that for the corresponding period of 1950.
As would be expected erysipelas shows a corresponding picture, being also less than for last year and at 18 for the fonr weeks ending 24th February, is even fewer than for the four weeks ending 27th January. February, 1950. Whooping cough also shows a very marked increase, 1,366 cases as against 169 for 1950. It will be remembered that both measles and whooping cough showed an increased incidence last month.
The birth rate remains largely the same as in January, but is 4 points above the corresponding rate for 1950.
The death rate, which has fallen from 25.4 last month to 18.2 for this month, is still higher than the average. February, 1950, had 
